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The kids are out of school, and summer is in full swing. And that means 
barbecues, pool time, relaxation, and, certainly, vacation. The cost of airline 
tickets can prohibit some families from journeying too far, but you might be 
thinking of the timeless classic—the road trip. If you’re planning to vacation 
in your car this summer, here are some things to think about as you prepare 
for it. 

• Vehicle maintenance is a must. Whether you do it yourself or take your vehicle 
to a garage, check and repair its main functions. Check the wiper blades, 
headlights, turn signals, brake lights, fluid levels, belt and hose connections, 
and the horn. If anything is questionable or lacking, take care of it before you 
go. Also be sure that your tire pressure matches the specs in your owner’s 
manual and that the tread isn’t low. If need be, replace the tires to have more 
confidence in your ride. 

• Think safety. Does your vehicle have a tire iron and jack? How about a fire 
extinguisher? Be sure to have all of those things readily accessible, and 
consider adding to your trunk a first aid kit (including bandages, first aid 
ointment, and ibuprofen or aspirin), a flashlight, a blanket, bottled water, and 
a supply of extra food (such as protein bars or nuts). 

• Give a care for the spare. Don’t underestimate the importance of the spare 
tire. Just because it’s there doesn’t mean that it will do what it needs to in 
case of a flat. Be sure it’s inflated and that it has good tread. You might even 
consider replacing the donut with a full-size tire if you can fit it in. 

• Map it out. You might think it’s more glamorous to let the wind direct your 
travel. But even still, you’ll be best served to have a recent set of maps and a 
GPS device (if your phone doesn’t already come equipped with one) so, at 
the very least, you can find yourself if you get lost. Plus, having your route 
mapped out can help save total mileage on your car. 

• Don’t forget the entertainment. Especially if you’re traveling with kids, in-
car entertainment will be important. Books, magnetized travel games, and 
activity kits are good to consider. Audio books can be a fun way for the family 
to share in a story. And there are always DVD players and handheld electronics 
if all else fails. 
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Tips for your Summer 
Road Trip!ever gotten has been from the 

credit union, even after shop-
ping around at the big boy 
banks” Martin wrote. “they 
usually have better rates be-
cause they are nonprofit and 
aren’t looking to make their 
wallets fatter.” 

5. Credit card offers. The aver-
age interest rate for credit 
cards was 10.99% for credit 
unions, compared with the 
11.82% for banks, according to 
the National Credit Union Ad-
ministration (NCUA). 

6. Borrowing. “Been turned down 
by all the major banks? Try our 
local credit union, as its bor-
rowing standards are more 
flexible and they may be willing 
to work with you.” Martin wrote. 

7. Earnings on savings ac-
counts. Savings rates are still 
on the low side, but credit 
unions nonprofit status usually 

“Are you aware of how credit unions 
operate and what they entail?” wrote 
reporter Allison Martin in the article, 
“9 Reasons Why Credit Unions Are 
Better Than Banks.” If so, you may be 
inclined to open up an account at one 
closest to you or even make the 
switch from your bank.  

Here’s the 9 Reasons why: 

1. Motives. Credit unions exist for 
the membership’s best interest, 
not for shareholders. But for 
YOU.  

2. Structure. Credit Unions are 
cooperatives, owned and oper-
ated by their members. That 
means YOU! 

3. Fees. Credit unions have lower 
expenses, so they are able to 
pass on the savings to their 
members.  

4. Loan rates. “every loan I’ve 

means they have better rates 
then banks. 

8. Member service. Credit unions 
have built their reputation on 
putting members first. 

9. Insurance. Similar to most 
major banks, credit union ac-
counts are insured up to 
250,000 by the federal govern-
ment through the NCUA.  

 

Call us today to open an account! Let 
the savings begin!  

How to Pay down Credit  Cards to Boost your Credit Score 

If you know anything about credit 
scores, you know carrying high credit 
card balances is a big no-no. In fact, 
your debt-to-credit ratio (how much 
you owe versus your total available 
credit) makes up about 30 percent of 
your overall credit score. And revolv-
ing debt, like credit cards, weighs 
heavier than other outstanding debts, 
like your mortgage or car loan. SO if 
you’re carrying a bunch of maxed-out 
credit cards, your credit score is 
likely in the tank. The most straight-

forward way to improve your debt-to-
credit ratio is to simply pay down 
those balances. But chances are if 
you’re in a lot of debt, you can’t pay 
off all the balances right away. Here’s 
the good news: You don’t have to pay 
your credit cards of fto boost your 
credit score. But to get the most 
credit score traction out of every 
extra payment, you do need to come 
up with a plan to pay down your credit 
cards in a certain way. Try the 
“snowball method.” This is an excellent 
way for paying off debt quickly and 

efficiently. Basically, you throw extra 
money at one debt, and when it’s paid 
off, put the extra plus the old debt’s 
minimum payment toward the next 
debt. Repeat this until you are debt 
free.  

Holiday Hours 
 Thanksgiving Day. Thurs-

day, November 27, 2014             
CLOSED. 

 Christmas Eve             
Wednesday, December 24 
7:30am-12:00pm 

 Christmas Day               
Thursday December 25           
CLOSED.  

 New Year’s Eve Wednes-
day December 31, 2014           
7:30am-12:00pm 

 New Year’s Day                       
Thursday, January 1, 2015 
CLOSED.  
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Holiday 
Hours

We Will be closed 
Monday, September  7 in 

observance of 
Labor Day!

We Have 
Your 

Tickets!
Six Flags Great America 

$42
Noah’s Ark 

$29
Mt. Olympus 

$10
members can get these by: 

1. Log on to www.mtolympuspark.com
2. Fill in your arrival date

3. Fill in number of guests
4. Fill in promo code-- splash15

5. Click on “book now”
6. Follow steps to purchase

7. Your tickets will be emailed to you within 24 hours 
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If you’re not a fan of the word 
budget, you’re not alone. A lot 
of people don’t like it because 
it seems limiting. You’re 
making money and deserve to 
treat yourself once in a while, 
right? But you probably want 
to do so within reason. That’s 
where a spending plan (not a 
budget!) can help.

Strategies to spend smarter:
 • Figure your 
discretionary income. 
Calculate the costs you 
have each month that do 
not change: rent/mortgage 
payment, car payment, 
insurance, electricity and 
groceries (use an average 
cost). Subtract this amount 
from your monthly take-
home pay. What is left is 
your discretionary income 
— money to use at your 
discretion.
 • Look to the future. Do 
you want to take a vacation 
this year? Buy new furniture? 
Pay off your student loans? 
Having big goals in mind will 
give you motivation to ...
 • ... pay yourself first. 
With a spending plan, it’s true 
you have the choice on how 
to spend your money, but 
financial experts recommend 
“spending” some on yourself 

right away by putting money 
into your savings account 
each month. Have a certain 
amount automatically 
transferred from your 
checking to savings each 
month; it’s easy and painless.
 • List your needs and 
wants. If your car is due 
for an oil change and it’s 
your child’s birthday, those 
expenses likely need to come 
ahead of purchasing the 
latest smartphone. Your goal 
should be to spend wisely 
each month without having 
to reach for a credit card. 
Credit card debt is not part 
of a spending plan, unless it’s 
something you can pay off in 
full the following month.
 • Keep tabs on your 
spending. Part of spending 
wisely is tracking your 
expenses, and noticing if 
you have funds available for 
a special treat or for saving. 
You can monitor your SACU 
checking, savings, and loan 
accounts anytime with Online 
& Mobile Banking, and it’s 
easy to transfer funds. You 
can also sign up to receive 
alerts by email or text to warn 
you if your checking account 
balance is getting low.

Create A Spending Plan!
Recipe To Try!

Taco Caserole

1 lb ground beef
1 (1 1/4 ounce) package taco 
seasoning
1 (15 ounce) can refried beans
2 cups monterey jack cheese, 
divided (or mixed cheddar, 
jack etc.)
1 cup salsa (I prefer mild, but 
if you would like to kick it up a 
notch, go for it)
2 green onions, chopped
1 (2 1/3 ounce) cansliced black 
olives
1 tomatoes, chopped
2 cups corn chips (coarsely 
crushed or chopped)

Directions
Brown ground beef and drain.
Add taco seasoning and 
cook according to package 
directions, adding proper 
amount of water.
Put corn chips on bottom of 
8x8” dish.
Cook refried beans on stove 
until hot.
Add 1 cup cheese and 1 cup 
salsa. Stir until combined.
Pour beans over corn chips in 
dish.
Add beef to top of beans.
Sprinkle remaining cheese 
over top.
Sprinkle green onions and 
black olives over cheese.
Bake in a 375 degree oven 
until the cheese is sufficiently 
melted.
Take out of oven and sprinkle 
chopped tomatoes on top. 
Wait 1-2 minutes and then 
serve.
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 The Sheboygan Area Credit Union Smart Option Student Loan® by Sallie 
Mae® is an ideal solution to help bridge that gap between scholarships and fed-
eral loans and the cost of education expenses.The loan offers simple repayment 
options and allows students to borrow up to 100 percent of school certified ed-
ucation costs (minimum $1,000). It offers competitive interest rates and there 
are no origination or disbursement fees for students attending degree-granting 
institutions. Plus, applying with a creditworthy cosigner may lower the interest 
rate – and gives a better chance of approval.Sheboygan Area Credit Union, Sal-
lie Mae and you. Together we can do this.Visit www.shebareacu.com  to learn 
more and apply today! SALLIE MAE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MODIFY OR DISCONTINUE PROD-
UCTS, SERVICES AND BENEFITS AT ANY TIME WITHOUT NOTICE. CHECK THE SALLIE MAE WEBSITE (www.
salliemae.com) TO OBTAIN THE MOST UP-TO-DATE PRODUCT INFORMATION.Sallie Mae Smart Option Student 
Loans are made by Sallie Mae Bank® or a lender partner.©2011 Sallie Mae, Inc. All rights reserved MKT2098

 The Board of Directors of Sheboygan Area Credit Union has selected Bob Walleser 
as its President. He started June 1st, 2015.
Walleser brings with him more than 30 years of experience in the Credit Union industry. 
His most recent position was Senior Vice President of Branch Operations for Educators 
Credit Union where he oversaw 16 branch locations. During the 24 years that Bob worked 
at Educators, he held a variety of leadership positions helping the Credit Union grow sig-
nificantly, making it a top 200 Credit Union nationwide in asset size. 
“I am excited about the opportunity to serve as the President of SACU. SACU exists to 
serve its member owners and I look forward to providing leadership around our mission. 
Part of that mission is the philosophy of people helping people. This is something that I 
strongly believe in”.
Bob and his wife Kris have three children. They will be relocating to the Sheboygan area 
and look forward to becoming active in the community.
Stop in and say hi, the door is always open! Bob can also be reached directly at 920-803-
4303. He would love to hear any suggestion or feedback from our member owners. 

Pay for College the Smart Way!

Bob Walleser Named  as NEW President!
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We recently renovated our web-
site to be a lot more user 
friendly. With this change, they 
are asking you to change your 
USER ID to be something other 
than your account number. For 
security reasons, we are making 
this switch. If you have any ques-
tions or concerns about this 
change, please contact us!  

*15% = Length of credit  

*10% = New Credit  

*10% = Type of Credit  

3. What actions will hurt your 
score? 

*Missing payments 

*Credit cards at capacity 

*Opening up numerous trades in 
a short frame.  

*Having more revolving debts in 
relation to installment debts 

*Closing credit cards out  

1. Range of Scores:  

*730-830 = A+ or Platinum  

*680-729 = A 

*640-679 = B 

*600-639 = C 

*550-559 = D 

*549 & BELOW = E 

2. What makes up your credit 
score? 

*35% = payment history (on 
time pays or delinquencies)  

*30% = Amount owed (capacity)    

4. How can you improve your 
score? 

*Pay off or pay down on credit 
cards 

*Do not normally close credit 
cards as it may decrease your 
capacity.  

*Move your revolving debt into 
installment debt 

*Continue to make payments on 
time 

*Slow down on opening new 
accounts 

Understanding the Credit Score 

Sheboygan Area CU 

Locations 
1707 Indiana Ave 
Sheboygan, WI 

53081 
 

4019 HWY 42 
Sheboygan, WI 

53083 
 

Phone:  
920-459-5151 

Teller Connection 
Line: 

920-459-5140 

Vist us on the WEB! 
www.shebareacu.com 

America’s 
Credit Union 

Where people are 
worth more than 

money. 

Equal
Housing 

Opportunity 

Locations:

1707 Indiana Ave
Sheboygan, WI

4019 HWY 42
Sheboyan, WI 

Phone: (920) 459-5151

Hours of Operation

Monday - Thursday: 
9 am - 5 pm
Friday: 9 am - 6 pm
Saturday: 9 am - 12 pm 
(south side only)

Drive Thru Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 
7:30 am - 5:30 pm
Friday: 
7:30 am - 6:00 pm
Saturday: 
7:30 am - 12:00 pm

LIKE US on FACEBOOK!

FOLLOW us on TWITTER!


